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PREFACE

The Johannesburg Earth Summit, which took place in the summer of 2002, 
confirmed the irreversible nature of the process that is founded upon the concept 
of Sustainable Development initially given form at Rio de Janeiro ten years 
earlier. This process is to be welcomed, while at the same time recognising the 
tremendous work that has taken place in converting this concept into a more 
concrete vision. 

The Sustainable Development concept relates to every human activity, covering 
the social, economic and ecological dimensions, which are often in conflict. 

Consequently, it is most important to include in research programmes some 
thought of the way people behave. In theory, the general elements of this 
inclusion are relatively easily defined. However, assessing the effects of one or 
another decision on all the interactions between the social, economic and 
ecological dimensions involves significant difficulties. All the more since we have 
to recognise, in all modesty, that humanity has not always excelled in the art of 
forward studies. In fact, the Precautionary Principle was introduced partly as a 
reaction to the sometimes blind confidence in technology and logic (even if it is 
sometimes invoked in an exaggerated manner). 

Nevertheless, the duty to act for the sake of present and future generations is 
pressing. Throughout history mankind has had to adapt and to innovate. Now, at 
the beginning of the 21st century the urgent need for such adaptations is obvious. 
Indeed, we see that challenges and deadlines are increasing in the near term, at 
least compared with the duration of the history of mankind. Starting from today 
we must implement development management tools based on the universally 
recognized concept of Sustainable Development. It is up to each one of us, within 
the framework of our family or social obligations or within our working 
environment, to rebase our actions and our life style choices on a holistic 
approach. There is no unique or single solution but a group of solutions that work 
together to achieve the same aim. 

Commitment to this individual holistic approach is the first step in trying to 
prevent Earth becoming uninhabitable for mankind. 


